
October 06 – Issue No. 6  

1 Meeting with Prime Minister Gonzi

On  the  7 th  Augus t  2006 ,  a  Founda t ion   de lega t ion  met  the 
Pr ime  Min is te r  Dr.  Lawrence  Gonz i  toge ther  wi th  Min i s te r 
Jesmond  Mug l ie t t  and  Min is te r  N inu  Zammi t .   Dur ing  the 
co rd ia l  mee t ing ,  the  VAF  submi t ted  a  memorandum  wi th 
sugges ted  p ro jec ts  and  in i t i a t i ves  fo r  Va l le t ta  pa r t i cu la r l y  in 
the  l i gh t  o f  poss ib le  fund ing  o f  such  p ro jec ts  wi th  EU funds . 

Other  mat te rs  re la t ing  to  Va l le t ta  were  a l so  d i scussed 
inc lud ing  the  changes  to  access ib i l i t y  to  Va l le t ta  ( remova l  o f 
V  l i cence  an  in t roduc t ion  o f  pa yment  fo r  en t r y) ,  the 
re loca t ion  o f  the  mont i ,  the  s ta te  o f  C i t y  Ga te  and  the  need 
fo r  g rea te r  c lean l iness  in  Va l le t ta .   The  i ssue  o f  loca l  counc i l 
fund ing  was  a lso  d iscussed .   The  fo rmu la  fo r  l oca l  counc i l 
fund ing  does  no t  take  in to  accoun t  loca l i t i es  such  as  Va l le t ta 
wh ich  a re  sub jec t  to  a  subs tan t ia l  i n f l ux  o f  v i s i to rs  on  a  da i l y 
bas is  –  an  in f l ux  wh ich  imposes  add i t iona l  requ i rements 
re la t i ng  to  c lean ing ,  ma in tenance  and  en fo rcement .   

The  Founda t ion  de lega t ion  was  composed  o f  Mr.  A l f red 
Zahra ,  Mr.  Pau l  Fenech ,   Per i t  John  Ebe je r,  Mr.  An thon y  T. 
Cami l l e r i ,  Mr.  Ton io  Cami l l e r i  and  Mr.  Geo f f  P isan i  Benc in i .   

2 Valletta Streets Come Alive 

Af te r  mon ths  o f  d i scuss ions  and  p repara t ion ,  i t  ac tua l l y 
happened .   The  s t ree ts  o f  Va l le t ta  d id  come  a l i ve  over  fou r 
consecu t i ve  Fr idays  in  Ju l y  and  Augus t .     

The  Founda t ion  managed  to  pu t  toge ther  an  in te res t ing  and 
va r ied  programme.   Mus ic ians ,  a r t i s ts  pa in t i ng  in  s t ree ts , 
l a te  open ing  o f  museums,  wa lk  tou r,  ch i l d ren ’s  co rner, 
c lass i c  ca r  d i sp la y,  tab le  tenn is  and  ka ra te  ac t i v i t i es .
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Severa l  shops  s ta yed  open  t i l l  8 .30pm  and  beyond  and 
d i scoun ts  and  o the r  incen t i ves  were  o f fe red  to  shoppers . 
Many  ca te r ing  ou t le ts  had  b r i sk  bus iness  on  these  fou r 
F r idays .     

Bank  o f  Va l le t ta  S t ree ts  A l i ve  was  ve r y  we l l  rece i ved  and 
many  have  encouraged  the  Founda t ion  to  have  the  even t 
ove r  a  l onger  pe r iod  nex t  year.    A l though  consc ious  o f  some 
shor tcom ings ,  the  Founda t ion  i s  ve r y  sa t i s f i ed  wi th  the 
ou tcome.   

The  Founda t ion  wou ld  l i ke  to  thank  a l l  those  who  were 
invo l ved  in  an y  way.   An  adver t  o f  thanks  was  i ssued  in  two 
Sunda y  papers  soon  a f te r  the  even t .    ( v ide  copy  a t  end  o f 
news le t te r ) .   

PROSIT   to  a l l  those  who  were  more  d i rec t l y  i nvo l ved  in  the 
o rgan isa t ion .  There  were  man y  ind iv idua ls ,  governors , 
members  and  o the rs ,  who  gave  t ime  and  e f fo r t  to  make  the 
even t  a  success .   Spec ia l  men t ion  goes  to  Mr  C laude  Zammi t 
Trev isan ,  Mr.  Geo f f  P isan i  Benc in i ,  D r.  Kar i  P i san i  and  VAF 
Cha i rman  Mr.  A l f red  Zahra .

The  Founda t ion  congra tu la tes  organ ise rs  o f  o the r 
p redominan t l y  even ing  even ts  he ld  over  the  same  per iod  in 
Va l le t ta .    These  were  the  Ma l ta  Summer  Ar ts  Fes t i va l , 
S t rada  and  the  De l i ca ta  W ine  Fes t i va l .   The  Founda t ion 
encourages  and  suppor ts  a l l  even ts  wh ich  genera te  even ing 
ac t i v i t y  in  Va l le t ta .   VAF  wishes  the  bes t  o f  luck  to  the  Ma l ta 
Counc i l  fo r  Cu l tu re  and  the  Ar ts  fo r  the  No t te  B ianca  wh ich  i s 
due  on  Oc tober  14 t h .

3 Feedback Meeting – BOV Streets Alive 

The  Founda t ion  has  a l ready rece i ved  subs tan t ia l  feedback  on 
BOV  St ree ts  A l i ve .     We  wou ld  however  wan t  to  hear  more . 
A  feedback  mee t ing  i s  be ing  he ld  fo r  th i s  pu rpose  on 
Tuesday  17 t h  October  at  3 .30pm.   The  mee t ing  wi l l  be  he ld 
ups ta i rs  a t  La  Va le t te  Band  C lub  in  Repub l i c  S t ree t .     You 
can  a l so  send  us  your  comments  by  ema i l  to 
p i sben@gmai l . com o r   je@mal tane t .ne t .

Dr.  Kar i  P i san i  obo  o f  the  Founda t ion  has  p repared  a  repor t 
to  eva lua te  the  even t .   The  repor t  i s  based  on  feedback 
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rece i ved  to  da te  as  we l l  as  the  o rgan ise rs ’  own  percep t ion  o f 
the  even t .   The  repor t  w i l l  be  made  ava i lab le  to  members 
upon  reques t .  

The  Founda t ion  has  d i scussed  i t s  p lans  fo r  nex t  yea r ’s  BOV 
St ree ts  A l i ve  bo th  in te rna l l y  and  w i th  ou r  ma in  sponsor  the 
Bank  o f  Va l le t ta .   Some  in fo rmat ion  on  ou r  p lans  fo r  nex t 
year  w i l l  a lso  be  g i ven .     

4 Reduced advertising rates for VAF members

The  magaz ine  Va l le t ta  –  A  C i ty  fo r  A l l  w i l l  be  o f fe r ing  a  10 
pe r  cen t  d i scoun t  on  i t s  adver t i s ing  ra tes .   Th is  was  agreed 
to  by  Con ten t  House  who  w i l l  be  the  new  pub l i shers  o f  the 
Magaz ine .  

The  Founda t ion  has  s igned  a  new  agreement  re la t ing  to 
Val le t ta   -  A  C i ty  fo r  A l l  w i th  Con ten t  House  wh ich  wi l l  have 
ed i to r ia l  respons ib i l i t y  fo r  the  magaz ine .   The  Founda t ion  wi l l 
be  rep resen ted  on  the  ed i to r ia l  board  w i th  two  members . 
Con ten t  House  w i l l  p rov ide  fo r  a  new  look  o f  the  magaz ine 
and  genera l l y  upgrade  the  fo rmat  and  con ten t .     

VAF  iden t i f i ed  a  new  pub l i sher  a f te r  the  p rev ious  pub l i sh ing 
house  Chrome  Marke t ing  asked  VAF  no t  to  con t inue  w i th  the 
pub l i ca t ion  o f  the  magaz ine .   The  Founda t ion  thanks  Chrome 
Marke t ing  fo r  l aying  the  founda t ions  fo r  wha t  w i l l 
undoub ted l y  become  a  much  sough t  a f te r  magaz ine  on 
Va l le t ta .     The  nex t  i ssue  wi l l  be  in  ea r l y  December  2006 .   

5 Valletta DVD for Cruise Liners

A  promot iona l  DVD  on  Va l le t ta  was  launched  a t  the  end  o f 
Augus t  2006 .   The  f i ve -minu te  DVD  wi l l  be  shown  to 
passengers  on  board  c ru i se  sh ips  p r io r  to  a r r i va l  i n  the 
Grand  Harbour.   I t  i s  a  tas te r  o f  Va l le t ta  and  dep ic ts  the  C i t y 
i n  i t s  to ta l i t y,  inc lud ing  i t s  ma in  a t t rac t ions  as  we l l  as  i t s 
shopp ing  and  rec rea t iona l  fac i l i t i es .    The  ob jec t i ve  i s  to 
en t i ce  c ru i se  passengers  to  d i scover  the  C i t y  when  the y  a re 
ashore .
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The  DVD  was  p roduced  on  the  in i t ia t i ve  o f  the  Va l le t ta  A l i ve 
Founda t ion  and  was  made  poss ib le  wi th  the  suppor t  o f  the 
Ma l ta  Tour i sm  Au thor i t y  and  the  Repub l i c  S t ree t  Bus iness 
Commun i t y  Assoc ia t i on .     

Dur ing  the  launch ,  Dr  F ranc is  Zammi t  D imech ,  Min i s te r  fo r 
Tour i sm  and  Cu l tu re ,  s t ressed  the  impor tan t  ro le  p layed  b y 
NGOs  and  the  p r i va te  sec to r  in  p romot ing  the  in te res ts  o f 
tou r i sm.  He  exp la ined  tha t  th i s  i s  an  examp le  o f  good  co -
o rd ina t ion  be tween  a  founda t ion  and  government 
o rgan isa t ions ,  wh ich  resu l ted  in  the  p roduc t ion  o f  an 
exce l len t  p romot iona l  too l .

Mr  A l f red  Zahra ,  Cha i rman  o f  the  Va l le t ta  A l i ve  Founda t ion , 
no ted  tha t  severa l  c ru i se  l ine  agen ts  have  expressed  the i r 
i n ten t ion  to  make  ar rangements  fo r  the  DVD  to  be  sc reened 
on  the  c ru i se  sh ips .  E f fec t i ve  use  o f  the  p romot iona l  DVD wi l l 
re in fo rce  Va l le t ta ’s  commerc ia l  and  tou r i sm ro le .   

The  then-MTA  ou tgo ing  Cha i rman ,  Mr  Rom wald  Lungaro -
Mi fsud  emphas ised  the  impor tance  o f  i n i t ia t i ves  wh ich 
p romote  n iche  tou r i sm  in  Ma l ta .  He  a l so  men t ioned  the  fac t 
tha t  Va l le t ta  i s  a  ke y  tou r i sm  h igh l i gh t ,  w i th  over  one  m i l l i on 
tou r i s ts  v i s i t i ng  every  yea r.  The  c ru i se  l i ne  bus iness 
rep resen ts  an  impor tan t  segment  fo r  Ma l ta ,  wh ich  i s  showing 
s igns  o f  g rowth .  A  v i s i t  to  Va l le t ta  b y  c ru i se  passengers  wi l l 
de f in i te l y  en r i ch  the i r  exper ience  in  Ma l ta  and  poss ib l y  resu l t 
i n  a  l onger  repea t  v i s i t  i n  the  fu tu re .  Mr  Sam  Mi fsud ,  the 
then-MTA  Cha i rman  Des igna te  was  a l so  presen t  fo r  the 
launch .

Mr.  Vic to r  Fenech  Azzopard i  rep resen ted  Repub l i c  S t ree t 
Bus iness  Assoc ia t ion  du r ing  the  launch .   A  number  o f  c ru i se 
l ine  agen ts  were  a l so  p resen t .   

6 Dinner at Lower Barracca 

Dur ing  the  BOV  St ree ts  A l i ve ,  the  Va l le t ta  A l i ve  Founda t ion 
o rgan ised  a  d inner  fo r  i t s  members  and  f r i ends  a t  the  Upper 
Bar rakka  Gardens  as  pa r t  o f  and  wi th  the  he lp  o f  the  De l i ca ta 
W ine  Fes t i va l  o rgan ise rs .  The  even t  was  we l l  a t tended  w i th 
over  100  gues ts .  The  even ing  was  an  exce l len t  way  fo r 
members  and  f r iends  to  mee t  in fo rma l l y  and  en jo y  a  love l y 
even ing  in  a  un ique  a tmosphere .
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7 VAF acquires office

A smal l  room  on  the  second  f l oo r  o f  the  Exchange  Bu i ld ings 
in  Repub l i c  S t ree t  w i l l  be  the  o f f i ce  o f  the  Founda t ion .   An 
agreement  to  th i s  e f fec t  has  been  reached  w i th  the  Chamber 
o f  Commerce  and  Indus t r y.

To  da te  the  Founda t ion  had  no  o f f i ce  space .   

Admin is t ra t i ve  se rv i ces  a re  prov ided  b y  suppor t  s ta f f  o f  the 
Chamber,  bu t  w i th  an  inc reased  number  o f  i n i t i a t i ves ,  the 
admin is t ra t i ve  suppor t  tha t  i s  be ing  p rov ided  exceeds  wha t 
was  o r ig ina l l y  ag reed  be tween  VAF  and  the  Chamber.    W i th 
the  pa r t - t ime  engagement  o f  Mr.  Geo f f  P isan i  Benc in i  as  Co-
Ord ina t ion  Of f i ce r,  th i s  i ssue  has  been  reso lved .

There  i s  however  the  u rgen t  need  fo r  the  Founda t ion  to  have 
i t s  own  o f f i ce  s ta f f  f rom  where  i t  can  opera te .   The  new 
space  wi l l  now  a l l ow  the  Founda t ion  to  o rgan ise  be t te r  i t s 
adm in is t ra t i ve  work  wi th  the  poss ib i l i t y  to  fu r the r  s t reng then 
i t s  admin is t ra t i ve /sec re ta r ia l  team in  the  fu tu re .     
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