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May  2007  –  Issue  No 8  

 
1 New Website for Valletta  
 
Af ter  months of  preparat ion and d iscuss ion,  VAF s igned an 
agreement  wi th  Mul t i -Serv ices In ternat ional  Ltd.  for  the set t ing 
up of  a  websi te .    MSI was selected fo l lowing a ca l l  for  
quotat ions.    
 
Mul t i -Serv ices In ternat ional  L td.  was set  up in  1978.  In  May 
1997,  Mul t i -Serv ices In ternat ional  ventured in to the wor ld  of  IT 
and s ince then,  i t  has been steadi ly  bu i ld ing up and constant ly  
improving i ts  image and presence on the wor ldwide web.  The 
f lagship por ta ls  of  the company are Mal ta  Onl ine,  Europe Onl ine 
and Flex i  booking.    
 
MSI runs websi tes on a commerc ia l  bas is  whereby income is  
generated f rom adver t is ing to cover  costs .    I t  is  in tended to 
operate the new websi te  in  a s imi lar  manner .  A formula has been 
agreed upon whereby the income f rom adver t is ing and l is t ing wi l l  
be shared between MSI and VAF.    
 
MSI  have guaranteed that  the income generated dur ing the f i rs t  
12 months wi l l  be suf f ic ient  for  VAF to recoup the websi te  capi ta l  
cost  o f  Lm500.   I f  th is  object ive is  not  achieved,  MSI are 
commit ted to  refund the d i f ference to  VAF.   In  th is  manner ,  the 
websi te  wi l l  be set  up at  no cost  to  the Foundat ion.     
 
I t  was VAF’s or ig inal  in tent ion to s tar t  up wi th a bas ic  websi te 
wi th  in format ion on Val le t ta  and the Foundat ion,  and then 
venture in to a l is t ing or  d i rectory  for  every serv ice prov ider ,  
cater ing establ ishment ,  enter ta inment  prov ider ,  cu l tura l  
establ ishment  etc .  in  Val le t ta .     Fol lowing a ca l l  for  quotat ion 
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and in i t ia l  d iscuss ion wi th  MSI,  i t  was decided to venture in to the 
business d i rectory f rom day one.                                    
 
The website wi l l  be f i rst  and foremost a website for  Val let ta.    
The idea is  that  by making information on Val letta as easi ly 
accessible as possible more and more people are l ikely to  
make use of  the services avai lable in the City.   Apar t  f rom 
commerc ia l  in format ion there wi l l  be in format ion of  cu l tura l ,  
h is tor ic  and tour is t  in format ion on Val le t ta .   In format ion on the 
Foundat ion wi l l  a lso be inc luded.    
 
In  the agreement  wi th  MSI ,  VAF have arranged for current  and 
new members (smal l  business and corporate)  to be offered a 
free basic l ist ing in the business directory.   More deta i ls  on 
the websi te  and how to have l is t ing in  the business d i rectory wi l l  
be c i rcu lated in  a separate emai l .      The websi te  is  to  be up and 
running by the end of  June.   
 
Thanks to Geof f  P isani  Bencin i ,  John Ebejer ,  Claude Zammit  
Trev isan and Dr .  Kar i  P isani  for  the i r  involvement  over  severa l  
months inc luding the preparat ion of  websi te  proposals  and 
d iscuss ions wi th those who submit ted quotes.    
 
 
 
2 Streets Alive 2007 
 
Bank of  Val le t ta  has agreed to sponsor  Streets  Al ive 2007.   The 
event wil l  take place over six consecutive Fr iday evenings 
start ing on the 20t h  July and ending on the 24t h  August.   
Preparat ions are wel l  in  hand and the programme for  each 
evening is  tak ing shape.   A theme wi l l  c reate added in terest  ( for  
example Val le t ta  Kreat iva or  Val le t ta  Stor ika) .  
 
Groups of  people inc luding Foundat ion of f icers are meet ing every 
two weeks to  prepare for  the event .   The Min is t ry  for  Tour ism and 
Cul ture has k ind ly  of fered the ass is tance of  the Events sect ion 
wi th in  the min is t ry .   In  par t icu lar ,  Mr .  Mar t in  Morana f rom the 
Min is t ry  is  inst rumenta l  in  prepar ing an in terest ing and var ied 
programme.   
 
BOV Streets Al ive does not  receive any f inancing f rom 
government  (even i f  the ass is tance of  the Events Sect ion is  



 

 Corporate sponsor 
 
 
 
page 3 
 

inva luable) .   The var ious act iv i t ies are f inanced through 
sponsorship.   To be sustainable in the long run BOV Streets 
Al ive has to be able to generate funds also from those who 
wi l l  most direct ly benef i t  f rom the event,  mainly bars and 
restaurants but  also some retai l  out lets.    VAF has prepared a 
scheme by which cater ing out le ts  and shops can contr ibute some 
funds which wi l l  d i rect ly  benef i t  the i r  establ ishment  as wel l  as 
suppor t ing the overa l l  BOV Streets A l ive event .      The content  of  
a  le t ter  sent  out  to  commerc ia l  establ ishments is  g iven as an 
Addendum A.   
 
 
 
3 Annual General Meeting  
 
The Foundat ion ’s  Annual  Genera l  Meet ing was held on Thursday 
the 22n d  February 2007 in  the chamber of  commerce,  Val le t ta .   
Per i t  David Fel ice made a presentat ion on “ In ter ior  spaces in  
Val le t ta” .  Foundat ion secretary Per i t  John Ebejer  made a repor t  
on the var ious in i t ia t ives dur ing 2005 whi ls t  Mr.  Anthony T.  
Cami l ler i  the Foundat ion t reasurer  presented the f inancia l  repor t .   
Thanks to Mr.  Anthony M. At tard of  At tard Gig l io  & Co for  h is 
serv ices in  prepar ing the Foundat ion ’s  Accounts for  the AGM.  
 
 
4 “Valletta Day” Dinner 
 
The Foundat ion organized a d inner  to  ce lebrate “Val le t ta  Day”  on 
Thursday the 29th March 2007 at  7 .30pm at  "Spezzo" in  
Archbishop Street  Val le t ta .  This  was a great  success wi th  83 
guests enjoy ing the excel lent  food and the evening.  
 
Kindly note that  this year’s VAF Annual  Dinner as part  of  the 
BOV Streets Al ive is  being held on Friday the 10t h  of  August 
2007 at  the Upper Barrakka Gardens during the Del icata Wine 
Fest ival .  More detai ls wi l l  be given at  a later  stage.  
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5 Introduction of CVA – A New Beginning for 
Valletta 
 
2n d  May 2007 is  a very impor tant  date for  Val le t ta .   The 
Contro l led Vehic le  Access was int roduced.   This  is  the corner  
s tone of  Governments ’  overa l l  accessib i l i ty  s t rategy for  Val le t ta .    
 
The Val let ta Al ive Foundation supported Government’s 
accessibi l i ty strategy for  Val let ta and act ively took part  in 
the publ ic consultat ion.    The overr id ing posi t ive aspect  of  
these changes is  that  they are being carr ied out  wi th in  the 
context  o f  an overa l l  access ib i l i ty  s t rategy for  Val le t ta .   Changes 
are in terre lated to each other  and together  they wi l l  resul t  in  
numerous advantages.   
 
Wi th the Contro l led Vehic le  Access park ing wi th in  the c i ty  dur ing 
of f ice hours wi l l  be against  payment  for  non-res idents in  
accordance to the t ime spent .     People wish ing to spend some 
t ime in  Val le t ta  for  shopping or  for  le isure wi l l  now f ind a park ing 
p lace wi thout  d i f f icu l ty .      
 
Severa l  s t reets  have been pedestr ian ised.   The qual i ty  of  spaces 
has improved for  pedestr ians,  inc luding for  the many tour is ts  who 
v is i t  our  capi ta l .   Shopping becomes a more enjoyable 
exper ience and h is tor ic  bui ld ings can be proper ly  apprec iated.    
Repaving and pedestr ian isat ion wi l l  resul t  in  a complete 
t ransformat ion of  Merchants St reet .     
 
A number of  park ing spaces across Val le t ta  have been reserved 
for  res idents.   The perennia l  problem res idents face wi th  park ing 
dur ing of f ice hours has been resolved.   
 
Transpor t  fac i l i t ies to  and f rom Val le t ta  have been improved.   
The park and r ide was a t remendous success and the announced 
extension of  the fac i l i ty  is  most  welcome.   Escalators/ l i f ts  wi l l  be 
prov ided to connect  the Customs House area to  Cast i l le  square.   
A new publ ic  t ranspor t  serv ice was recent ly  in t roduced around 
Val le t ta ,  which a lso inc ludes the Cruise Passenger Terminal .   
The park ing in  the d i tch is  to  be reorganized and proper ly  
managed.   E lect r ic  tax is  wi l l  prov ide a new t ranspor t  serv ice 
wi th in  the c i ty .   Di rect  publ ic  t ranspor t  serv ices f rom Mosta and 
Zurr ieq have been int roduced by ADT.    
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I t  w i l l  take some t ime for  people to  get  used to  the system and 
real ize i ts  many advantages.   Prev ious ly ,  for  example,  for  many 
thousands of  dr ivers wi thout  a V- l icence enter ing Val le t ta  by car 
was not  an opt ion.   Today they can enter  Val le t ta  at  a reasonable  
cost  and make use of  the mul t i tude of  commerc ia l ,  cu l tura l  and 
le isure fac i l i t ies the Ci ty  has to  of fer .    People have yet  to  rea l ize 
that  park ing outs ide of f ice hours is  f ree (dai ly  af ter  5 .30pm, 
Saturday af ter  1 .00pm and Sundays) .   Going to d inner  in  a 
restaurant  or  spending some le isure t ime in  the evening in  
Val le t ta  are now much easier .   The same can be said for  
a t tendance to a cu l tura l  event  at  the Centre for  Creat iv i ty  or  
Manoel  Theatre.  
 
The changes being carr ied out are a new beginning for  
Val letta.   The Val le t ta  Al ive Foundat ion commends the 
min is t r ies,  the government  agencies,  the Val le t ta  Local  Counci l  
and others who were involved in  the drawing up of  the 
accessib i l i ty  s t rategy for  Val le t ta  and/or  who are act ive ly  
involved in  i ts  implementat ion.    
 
 
6 The Relocation of the Valletta Market  
 
Merchants Street  in  Val le t ta  become headl ine news dur ing May 
because of  the protests  by the  mont i  hawkers who set  up s ta l ls  in  
the Val le t ta  market .    The hawkers wanted to  go back to  the ir  
current  locat ion af ter  works on the repaving of  Merchants s t reet  
wi l l  be completed.   They a lso wanted to  set  –up the market  in  
Freedom Square pending complet ion of  works.    
 
VAF issued a press release on the 17t h  May  which so happened 
to be a day or  two before agreement  was reached between 
Government  and the mont i  hawkers.   See Addendum B for  the fu l l  
text  o f  the press re lease.   On the same day,  another  press 
re lease on the subject  was issued jo in t ly  by GRTU, Republ ic  
Street  Business Communi ty  and Merchants  Street  Business 
Community  (who are in  fact  three of  the seven founding members 
of  the Foundat ion) .  
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ADDENDUM  A 
 
 
15th March 2007 
 
Letter to catering outlets and shops in Valletta 
 
 
BOV Streets Alive will yet again bring life to the streets of Valletta over six consecutive 
Friday evenings this summer. 
 
Valletta Alive Foundation has been approached by a number of establishments showing 
an interest in organising an activity within their street. VAF would like to involve in a 
more direct way the establishments which at the end of the day will benefit from the 
staging of this event. 
 
Moreover, for BOV Streets Alive to become an annual event, there needs to be a formula 
to generate additional funds over and above income from sponsors. 
 
VAF is offering two schemes with which commercial establishments (catering outlets 
and shops) can be involved as follows: 
 
Scheme A - Staging of an activity: VAF is willing to cover part of the cost of an activity 
organised by an establishment or a group of establishments within its/their street. The 
percentage to be covered by VAF is subject to discussion and could be anything between 
40 and 60 per cent. 
 
Scheme B - Marketing:  Establishments may contribute Lm30 to cover part of the 
marketing cost of BOV Streets Alive.  In return, names of contributing establishments 
will be featured in a newspaper advert once a week for six weeks.  In addition the name 
of the establishments will be featured in the flyer issued for the event. 
 
If you are interested or would like to have more information please contact the 
Foundation’s Co-ordination Officer Mr. Geoff Pisani Bencini on mobile No. 79027902. 
 
 
 
Alfred Zahra 
Chairman 
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ADDENDUM  B 
 
 
Press Release 
From the Valletta Alive Foundation  
 
 
17th May 2007 
 
 
The Valletta Alive Foundation was one of many organisations who were consulted by 
Government on proposals for Valletta pedestrianisation including the relocation of the 
monti.   VAF is a lobby group which works in the interest of Valletta and its position in 
relation to this issue is inspired by what it believes to be in the best interest of the City 
and its many users.     
 
VAF fully supports Government in its decision to relocate the monti further down 
Merchants Street.  
 
The embellishment and pedestrianisation of Merchants Street would allow for the 
appreciation of the streets’ cultural heritage.  Leaving the monti in its current location 
would undermine this objective.  
 
It is our desire that this issue does not become a political football. Therefore we are 
concerned with the comments made by the leader of the opposition, and appeal for  
consultation with all interested parties before taking a firm stand on the issue.  
 
The solution as proposed by Government is supported by VAF because it takes into 
account the interests of all concerned including the shop employees, shop owners as well 
as the monti hawkers.  
 
The Foundation supports the efforts being carried out by GRTU, Republic Street 
Business Community Association and the Merchants Street Business Community 
Association, which are three of the seven Founding Members of the same Foundation.  
 
VAF augers for an early solution to this issue and strongly recommends that the 
authorities adhere to the plans on pedestrianisation as was originally intended.    
  


