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Ju ly   2008  –  Issue  No  10  

 

 
 
1 BOV Streets Alive is Back  

 

For  the th i rd year  running BOV Streets  Al ive is  back.    For  three 
consecut ive Fr iday evenings,  a  programme of  music ,  dance,  
ar ts  d isplay,  d isp lays  o f  var ious veh ic les  w i l l  br ing the s t reets  
of  Val le t ta  to  l i fe  in  the evening.   D ine a l  f resco in  Val le t ta ’s  
unique h is tor ic  s t reets .   BOV Streets  Al ive is  organised by 
Val le t ta  Al ive Foundat ion and suppor ted by Bank of  Val le t ta .   
 
The dates  are:  
Friday July 25 t h  ,  Fr iday  1 s t  August  and Friday 8th  August .      
 
The main features of  th is  year ’s  BOV Streets  Al ive are a t  the end 
page of  th is  news let ter .   
 
Spec ia l  thanks to the Bank of  Va l le t ta  for  suppor t ing th is  event  
for  the th i rd year  running.    
  

 VALLETTA ALIVE FOUNDATION 
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2 Valletta 450 
 
2016 wi l l  be the four  hundred and f i f t ie th anniversary of  the 
founding of  Val le t ta .   How do we as a nat ion wish Val le t ta  to  be 
in  the year  2016? 
 
Preparat ions for  a seminar  ‘Val le t ta  450’  are wel l  underway.   The 
a im is  to  promote the unique h is tor ica l ,  cu l tura l ,  soc ia l  and 
economica l  importance of  Mal ta ’s  capi ta l  c i ty .     A number  of  h igh 
prof i le  speakers have been approached and accepted to  
par t ic ipate.    Penc i l  in  the Saturday morning 25 t h  October  in  your  
d iary.   More deta i ls  w i l l  be announced c loser  to  the date.     
 
The Foundat ion is  seek ing sponsors  for  th is  impor tant  event .   
In teres ted?  Wr i te  to  pisben@gmai l .com .  

 
 
3 Congratulations 
 
PROSIT to Dr .  Paul  Borg Ol iv ier  for  h is  e lec t ion as the Genera l  
Secretary of  the Nat ional is t  Par ty .      

 

As Val let ta  Mayor ,  he prov ided suppor t  and encouragement  to  
the Foundat ion s ince i ts  incept ion.    Up to  2005,  Val le t ta  Al ive 
In i t ia t ive was a lobby group composed of  representat ives f rom 
var ious  organisat ions .   I t  was fo l lowing Paul ’s  suggest ion that  a  
Foundat ion wi th i ts  own s ta tute was formed.   The Val le t ta  Local  
Counc i l  is  a Founding Member o f  the Foundat ion.    
 
The Foundat ion thanks Dr .  Paul  Borg Ol iv ier  for  h is  contr ibut ion 
and wishes h im the best  of  luck  in  th is  important  ro le.   
 
 

4 Donation to VAF 
 
The Val le t ta  Al ive Foundat ion has rece ived a generous donat ion 
f rom the Si r  Mar t in  Laing Foundat ion.    S ir  Mar t in ,  now re t i red,   
p layed a lead ing ro le wi th in the UK's  construct ion industry for  
many years  and has a keen in terest  in  susta inable  development  
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and the env ironment .  He was a member  of  the Board of  the  
Mar ine Stewardship Counci l  and Trustee Emer i tus  of  WWF-UK. 
 
S i r  Mar t in ’s  fami ly owns proper ty in  Val le t ta  and he has a lways 
shown a keen in teres t  in  the Ci ty ’s  regenerat ion.   As  such,  he 
has consis tent ly shown suppor t  to  the Foundat ion ever  s ince i ts  
incept ion.   The Foundat ion is  great ly  apprec iat ive of  h is  suppor t .    
 

 
5   www.vallettaalive.com  
 
Do you p lan to  go shopping?    You would l ike to go out  to  d inner  
but  are not  qui te  sure where to  go to?    Val le t ta  sure ly  has  the 
p lace you are look ing for .   To f ind out ,  v is i t  
www.vallet taal ive.com .     V is i t  a lso the Foundat ion ’s  webs i te on 
vallettaalivefoundation.org. 
 
Those in terested in  being featured in  the www.vallet taal ive.com  
webs i te are to  contac t  Mr.  Danie l  Frendo of  Mul t i -Serv ices 
Internat iona l  Ltd.  at  d f rendo@msi.com.mt or  te l .  no.  21373222.    

 
 
6 Bank of Valletta 

Renews Corporate Sponsorship 
 
The Bank of  Val le t ta  has renewed i ts  corporate sponsorsh ip  for  
the Val le t ta  Al ive Foundat ion.   The Bank suppor ted VAF in i ts  
f i rs t  three years  o f  operat ion and has renewed i ts  suppor t  for  a  
fur ther  per iod of  three years .    
 
The Foundat ion again thanks Bank of  Val le t ta  for  i ts  cont inuous 
suppor t .   
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7 Il-Belt Valletta 
 
I l -Belt  Val let ta  is  a magazine which is  issued every month.   I t  is  
d is t r ibuted in  a l l  Val le t ta  households and out le ts .   I ts  d is t r ibut ion  
is  to  be widened fur ther to  inc lude hote ls  and other  tour ism 
es tabl ishment .    
 
Foundat ion of f ic ia ls  met  Mr .  Roy Russel l  o f  Network  Publ icat ions 
Ltd.   Poss ib le cooperat ion between the two s ides was d iscussed 
dur ing the meet ing.   
 
The Foundat ion suppor ts  a l l  in i t ia t ives which h igh l ight  the  
cu l tura l ,  soc ia l  and economic  value of  Va l le t ta  and congratu lates 
Network Publ icat ions  for  the cons is tent  improvement in  qual i ty  
the magaz ine has achieved s ince i ts  beginnings over  a year  ago.    
 
Anyone wishing to adver t ise in i l -Belt  Val let ta  is  to  wr i te  to   
adr iana@networkpubl icat ions.com.mt or  ca l l  Mr .  Roy Russel l  on 
mobi le  no 79538424.  
 
 

8 August Dinner at Upper Baracca  
 
The Foundat ion ’s  August  d inner at  the Upper  Baracca gardens 
for  members  and the i r  f r iends is  gradual ly becoming a t radi t ion.    
This  year  i t  w i l l  be held on 9 t h  August .    Enjoy the v iews of  the 
Grand harbour  and f i reworks  over  Cot tonera whi le  you d ine.   
Pr ice for  d inner  is  €25.     For  reservat ions p lease cal l   Mar ia  Dela  
on 21472255 dur ing of f ice hours .  
 

 
9 Heard it in the Grapevine     
 
The Foundat ion heard of  var ious pro jec ts  which Government ,  in  
th is  new legis la ture,  is  p lann ing to  implement  in  Val le t ta .   The 
repav ing of  Cast i l le  Square and the prov is ion of  underground car  
park  and pedestr ian isat ion o f  St .  George’s  Square ( in  f ront  of  
Grand Master ’s  Palace)  are be ing ment ioned.   A comprehens ive 
programme of  pavement  renewal/  replacement  has a lso been 
ment ioned and i t  appears some works  on th is  have s tar ted.  The 
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set t ing up of  a  Museum of  For t i f icat ions  a lso seems to  be in  the  
of f ing.    
 
A l though VAF has heard o f  these pro jec ts  f rom var ious  sources,  
no formal  announcements  have been made.  
 
One should not  forget  the redevelopment /  rehabi l i ta t ion projects  
which are now long overdue and which are o f  central  impor tance 
for  Val le t ta ’s  regenerat ion namely the Opera house s i te  and For t  
St .  E lmo.   
 
In  the meant ime, VAF of f ic ia ls  met  Per i t  C laude Borg of  the 
Val le t ta  Rehabi l i ta t ion Commit tee.  Areas of  poss ib le  cooperat ion 
were d iscussed.     I t  is  hoped that  the col laborat ion between VRC 
and VAF can be s trengthened in  the coming months and years .    
 
 

10 AGM February 2008  
 
The Foundat ion’s  th i rd  Annual  General  meet ing was he ld on the 
19 t h  February 2008.   Dur ing the meet ing,  a repor t  on the  
Foundat ion’s  ac t iv i t ies  was presented by the  Honorary Secretary.    
 
E lec t ions were held for  the four  posts  of  e lec ted governors.   In  
accordance wi th the s tatute ,  each of  the seven Founding 
members were asked to  nominate a Governor to  s i t  on the board.    

 

The Board has two new Governors  Ms.  Paul ine Tuf igno 
( represent ing Val le t ta  Local  Counci l )  and Dr .  Kar i  P isani  (e lected 
governor) .   They replace outgo ing governors  namely Mr.  Peter  
Buontempo and  Ms.  Phi l ippa Said   respect ive ly .     
 
The of f icer ’s  o f  the Foundat ion are as fo l lows: Mr .  A l f red Zahra 
Chairman,  Mr .  Paul  Fenech Vice Chairman,  Per i t  John Ebejer  
Secretary,  Mr .  Tonio  Cami l ler i  Treasurer ,  and Mr .  Anthony 
Cami l ler i  v ice Treasurer ,  Ms El izabeth Aqui l ina v ice Secretary 
and Dr .  Kar i  P isani  o f f icer  in  charge of  webs i te.    
 
The other  governors are:  Mr .  Ef f ie  Mica l le f ,  Mr .  Michael  Borg,  
and Mr.  Char les  Cami l ler i . 
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11 Band Clubs in the City  
 
Congratulations to Mr. Ivan Grixti who was elected as President of the 
Kings Own Band Club and to Mr. Alfred Zahra who was elected as 
President of  Soc.Fil.Naz. La Valette.    The two Clubs are members for 
the Valletta Alive Foundation.    The Clubs provide a valuable 
contribution to the community and to the City.   
 
 

12 Is Valletta still on the decline? 
 
The 2005 Census reveal  some in terest ing resul ts  about  Val le t ta .   
In  2005 the number  of  occupied dwel l ings s tood at  2,576,   a  
decrease of  6 per cent  f rom the 1995 f igure.    Va l le t ta  populat ion 
s tood at  6 ,300,  a  decrease of  13 per  cent  f rom the 1995 f igure.    
 
Admit ted ly ,  th is  comes as a surpr ise when one cons iders the  
increased in terest  in  Val le t ta  over  the past  f ive to ten years .    
 
One factor  may have been that  foreign owners of  proper t ies  were 
most ly away dur ing census n ight  and therefore would not  be 
recorded.   A l ternat ive ly,  the increase in  pr ices acted as a s trong 
d is incent ive to buy,  in  sp i te  o f  potent ia l  buyer ’s  in terest  in the  
Ci ty .        
 
One wonders  how these f igures have changed s ince the 2005 
census.    
 
Another  in terest ing f igure f rom Census 2005 is  73 per  cent  o f  a l l  
the occupied dwel l ings in  Val le t ta  are rented unfurn ished ( the  
corresponding percentages for  the South Harbour  region and 
Mal ta are 34 and 18 per  cent  respect ive ly) .   
 
In  v iew of  th is  h igh f igure,  the p lanned reform of  the renta l  
market  wi l l  have a s igni f icant  ef fec t  on Val le t ta .   I t  is  hoped that  
pol icy makers  wi l l  keep th is  in  mind when eventua l  dec is ions  are 
taken.     
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Featuring in this year’s BOV Streets Alive:  

 
BOV Streets Alive - 25th July 2008 

 

7.00 pm onwards: Musical Performances by Paul Abela’s Big 

Band, Malta Police Band Display, Police Silent Drill Display, 

street baskers, Sculpture and Arts Garden, Old Motors Club & 

Mini Minors Club Displays- Milonga Tango Dance - Children’s 

Corner and animation.   

 

BOV Streets Alive - 1st August 2008 

 

7.00 pm onwards.    Featuring:   Sculpture and Arts Garden, 

Classic Motor Bikes Display,  Old Motors Club -   - Luna D’Estate 

(excerpts from Operettas etc) by Vox Lirica,  Ball Room Dancing 

by Malta Dance Sport Association – Milonga Tango Dance- 

Children’s Corner and animation.   

 
 

BOV Streets Alive - 8th August 2008 

 

7.00 pm onwards.       Featuring:  Milonga By Tango Malta, ‘,Show 

Biz High’ Variety Entertainment by Batista Leisure Group -  ‘My 

Way’ by Joe Cutajar  and P. Abela Band, Jaguar Club - Modified 

Cars and Motor Bikes Displays – Children’s Corner and animation. 

  


